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Forth in PCT Regulation 43, Section 2.1(a) (i), and Supporting Citations and 



Explan ations Therefor. 

1 . Opinions 

novelty (N) daim(s) _J, yes 

daim(s) no 

inventive step (IS) daim(s) - yes 

claim(s) 1 _ no 

industrial applicability (IA) daim(s) _1 yes 

claim(s) no 



2. Citations and Explanations 

Citation 1: JP2002-190276 A (Industrial Technology Research Institute); 
2002.7.5, all text and drawings 

Citation 2: Microfilm of the specification and drawings accompanying the 
application of Japanese Utility Model Registration Application No. 
56-077725 (JU-A 57-190698); (Matsushita Electric Works Co., Ltd.); 
1982.12.03, all text and drawings 

The invention according to Claim 1 does not have an inventive step, in 
view of Citations 1 and 2 cited in the International Search Report. 

Citation 1 discloses a flat fluorescent lamp constructed such that, in 
order to uniformly distribute light energy output, a groove (96) for 
reinforcing a glass substrate is formed, a rectangular front glass substrate 
(70) covered with a fluorescent coating film (66) and a rear glass substrate 
(92) are overlapped and formed into sealed lamp body to which is sealed 
an exhaust tube (90), an electrode (72) is sealed to a position corresponding 
to a lateral installation side, and a heater (74) is sealed thereto. 

Citation 2 discloses, particularly in view of the disclosure of Figure 7, a 
time-divided ignition system for a flat fluorescent lamp, wherein, in order 



form POVISA/237 (Section V) (January 2004) 
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to uniformly distribute light energy output, an alternating electrical current 
is applied by an AC ignition device to multiple sets of electrodes which are 
used for ignition, the sets of electrodes to which alternating electrical 
current is applied are made into two groups such that flickering of ignition 
is not generated when electrode sets to which the current is applied and 
electrode sets to which the current is not applied are switched in rapid 
succession. Furthermore, considering the disclosure of Figure 5, it is 
suggested that the electrodes may be cylindrical. 

Additionally, providing side plates (corresponding to "glass frame (3)" 
of the present application) and the bottom plate separately to act as the rear 
glass substrate (92) and providing the heater (74) on the bottom side, as 
well as using a plate spring as a means for retaining the heater (74) are 
deemed not to be anything special. 

The invention disclosed in Citation 1 and the invention disclosed in 
Citation 2 both belong to the technical field of flat fluorescent lamps and 
have the common problem to be solved of providing uniform light output 
energy distribution. Accordingly, a person of ordinary skill in the art 
could have readily applied the characterized structure disclosed in Citation 
2 to the invention disclosed in Citation 1. 
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